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Accelerate U.S. Medical and Aerospace Manufacturing Innovation

August 13, 2026

MINNEAPOLIS--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Aug. 13, 2026-- Protolabs (NYSE: PRLB), the world’s leading provider of digital
manufacturing services, today announced a grant to support research fellows at the MIT Industrial Performance Center as they
study leading U.S. manufacturing innovators and identify what it takes to scale the nation’s most advanced technologies.

The U.S. leads the world in developing breakthrough technologies from new aircrafts to medical technologies, but manufacturers
still face significant challenges when bringing those innovations to large-scale production. The research will examine the
strategies, capabilities and conditions that can help U.S. manufacturers turn American innovation into domestic production at
scale, strengthening the U.S. economy and national security.

“We feel that there is significant momentum to transform American manufacturing through innovation and entrepreneurship,” said
Ben Armstrong, executive director of the MIT Industrial Performance Center.

“We want to thank Protolabs for their support to study how American aerospace and medical companies innovate and scale up
faster. For decades, inventors who started to build their companies in the U.S. moved production abroad as they grew. We are
seeing growing demand for companies to scale up new technologies in the U.S., but there is not yet an obvious path for doing so.
With this support from Protolabs, we’re focusing on today’s manufacturing pioneers that are finding ways to scale in the U.S. and
we’re hoping to identify operating models, financial strategies, and public policies that can strengthen America’s industrial base for
the long-term.”

The grant will enable the Industrial Performance Center to develop a manufacturing innovation index and advance the Initiative for
New Manufacturing’s research program on high-growth manufacturing companies.

“Protolabs is at the center of American innovation, especially in critical industries like aerospace and medical devices,” said
Suresh Krishna, President and CEO of Protolabs. “Protolabs pioneered rapid product development through the use of technology-
enabled software, and needs to focus now, more than ever, on developing and deploying physical Al to scale up the American
manufacturing and supply chain ecosystem.”

The manufacturing innovation index is a first-of-its-kind research endeavor to measure the changing market for manufactured
products, tracking new and emerging manufacturing companies, the products they are developing and the technologies and
techniques they use to make them.

The Initiative for New Manufacturing’s research program will identify how American factories can transform their operations to
boost productivity, drive innovation and adapt to changing employment landscape in manufacturing. Support from Protolabs will
enable the Initiative’s research fellows to study factories at the frontier of the aerospace, defense and medical device industries
and identify practices that can help strengthen American manufacturing more broadly.

About Protolabs

Protolabs (NYSE: PRLB) is the world’s fastest manufacturing service enabling companies across every industry to streamline
production of quality parts throughout the entire product life cycle. From custom prototyping to end-use production, we support
product developers, engineers, and supply chain teams along every phase of their manufacturing journey. Get started now at
protolabs.com.
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